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Wherever children cry for food,
our heart is there . . . 

. . . and our help is on its way



DEAR FRIEND,

Over thirty years ago I first had the opportunity to travel to a Third-World
country to set up a printing press and do some short-term missions work.

For a young man like me who had grown up in the comfort and prosperity of a
small Midwestern community, the experience was eye-opening and profoundly
impacting. The poverty, hunger, sickness, and despair I witnessed all around me
— especially among the children — was almost more than Icould bear.

I remember peeling and eating an orange while I walked the dirty and depressing
streets of one of the cities Ivisited. As I dropped the peeling on the ground, I hap-
pened to look around me and was shocked to see little children running after me,
eagerly picking up the peels and putting them in their mouths! To them, what I had
thrown away was food. Others begged me for money or for something to eat, while
on the street corners I witnessed young girls selling their bodies to make money so
they and their families could eat.

All the while in my own country even the poorest of children and families lived in veritable luxury compared to what these
children faced day in and day out. “So close to America, the land of milk and honey, and yet so much poverty,” I thought.
“Why doesn’t someone do something to help these people?”Immediately Iwas gripped with the thought, “You are that
someone. You go. You give.”

That was all the prompting Ineeded to launch the International Children’s Fund, a volunteer-
based mission of mercy that since 1978 has been taking food, clothing, medicine, healing —
and hope — to those nations, children, and families where the need is greatest. Over the past
three decades, with God’s help and a dedicated team of men and women who generously give
of their resources, time, and talents, we have delivered millions of pounds of life-giving assis-
tance — along with spiritual, vocational, and leadership training — to communities in
Uganda, Ghana, Liberia, Kenya, Sudan, Sierra Leone, India, Haiti, and many other countries.

Since the very beginning our approach has never changed: Our mission is to effectively minister to the physical and spiritu-
al needs of desperately poor children and their families worldwide — just as Jesus ministered to the multitudes. With that
commitment to taking compassion and care to the poorest of the poor, we have witnessed God’s hand of blessing on the
International Children’s Fund. In 2008 alone, we have shipped twenty fully loaded ocean cargo containers directly to our
trained native personnel on the ground in the countries where we work. That’s over $30 million in life-giving relief aid
going directly to children and families who look to us for help.

God emphasizes that He will bless those individuals who reach out to help the poor. I want to personally invite you to join us here
at the International Children’s Fund as we continue to take help, healing, and hope right to the heart of those who are hurting.

May God Bless You,

Dr. David Bruenning
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SINCE 1978, THE INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S FUND,
a 501 c (3) non-profit charity, has been providing food,
clothing, medicine, and other humanitarian aid to desperately
poor children and their families throughout the world.

OOUR UR MM ISSIONISSION

Throughout its thirty-year history, ICF has grown from one man’s vision to
take God’s mercy and compassion to starving children, to an organization that
effectively delivers humanitarian aid, spiritual encouragement, and vocational
training around the globe. The model ICF founder Dr. David Bruenning has suc-
cessfully followed since the beginning empowers indigenous pastors and church
leaders, located within the countries of need, to receive and distribute the relief
aid that we ship. These compassionate ministers, many of them personally
trained and mentored by Dr. Bruenning, identify the needs of the children and
families within their communities, and then speed the lifesaving aid provided by
ICF directly to those who rely on our help. There is no bureaucracy to slow
down the process: Just dedicated people—both here and abroad—committed to
making a difference in the lives of those who need it the most.

Our goal is to make a sustainable improvement in the lives of those we serve, and we pursue that goal in two ways—
through distribution of food, clothing, medicine, and other relief aid that sustains life, and through programs that empower
individuals, families, and communities through spiritual mentoring, leadership training, and teaching valuable vocational skills.

A CONVOY OF COMPASSION

During 2008, ICF shipped a total of twenty 40-foot cargo containers packed with life-
saving food, clothing, medicine, medical equipment, printing supplies, educational
resources, building materials, vehicles, and more—nearly everything needed to transform
the lives of poverty-stricken children, families, and communities. That’s more than $30 mil-
lion in supplies going to our missions in ten countries.

FOOD. Naturally, food and clean water are the most basic of all needs. In 2008 ICF shipped hundreds of thousands of pounds of
food from the U.S., while providing the resources for our leadership partners in the countries of need to purchase many times that
amount. We also funded the construction of numerous water wells providing local access to safe drinking water.

CLOTHING . Clothing and shoes are not mass produced in Africa and so are relatively scarce and
expensive. We have a team of volunteers that collects used clothing and shoes from throughout the
surrounding communities, packs, and ships them to our missions for distribution. During 2008 we
shipped more than 300,000 pounds of clothing and shoes to our missions.

MEDICINE . Medicine in Africa is in extremely
short supply and is simply too expensive for most
of the people who desperately need it. Through the
generous support of various pharmaceutical suppli-
ers, we are able to obtain crucial medicines, ship
them directly to the point of need, and get them into the hands of qualified clinics,
doctors, and medical personnel. In 2008 alone, we shipped several million dollars
worth of life-saving medicines, enough to treat nearly 900,000 people suffering
from Malaria, yellow fever, AIDS, and other illnesses.

OTHER SUPPLIES. Through the generous donations of individuals, agencies,
organizations, and corporations, we are able to ship many supplies that are in short
supply in third-world countries. These items range from building materials, clean-
ing supplies, and hospital equipment, to educational materials, printing supplies,

computer equipment, and even vehicles.



SINCE ITS FOUNDING IN 1978, THE INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S FUND
has been ministering compassion to desperately hurting children
and families throughout the world. In the last decade we have focused
the majority of our outreach to the continent of Africa, where
the despair brought about by poverty and disease is rampant.

OOURUR RREACHEACH

Into the most hopeless of situations ICF has been taking healing and hope, to missions,
clinics, hospitals, orphanages, and communities in Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Sudan, Zimbabwe,
Uganda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Cameroon, Zambia, and elsewhere.

Our first concern is to meet the immediate needs of food, clothing, and medical care for
children and families. With those needs met, we turn our attention to spiritual mentoring,
education, vocational training, agricultural projects, and the construction of churches,
schools, clinics, orphanages, and water systems.

GHANA

Gospel Ambassadors Ministry
Pastor E.Y. Ghansah

Secured Emergency Life Food
Pastor Akwasi Amoakohene

KENYA

Faith Revival Fellowship
Pastor Peter Kiio

L IBERIA

Harvest Time Ministries
Pastor Momo Cole

Great Commission Victory Ministries
Pastor Emmanuel Gyamfi

Living Word Community Church
Pastor Paasewe

My Brother’s Keepers Orphanage
Pastor Ralph Gelego SUDAN

Operation Nehemiah
William Levi

UGANDA

Redeemed Church Ministries
Pastor George Kasharu

CAMEROON

Siloe Clinic
Dr. Clementine Dackam

SENEGAL

Mission Inner Senegal
Rick Slager

SIERRA LEONE

Harvest Time Ministries
Pastor Sam Baihinga

ZAMBIA

Pastor Stewart Sichilongo

ZIMBABWE

Apostolic Faith Missions
Pastor Kenneth Mawire



AT ICF, WE ARE COMMITTED TO BEING GOOD STEWARDS of the resources our partners
entrust to us. We take our responsibility as a Christian charity very seriously and work diligent-
ly to identify the most efficient and cost-effective means of delivering help to those in greatest
need. For more than 30 years we have earned the trust of tens of thousands of caring donors.
They support ICF because of the good work we do and the highly efficient, cost-effective man-
ner in which we do it. There are two significant ways we ensure that 96 percent of every dollar donated to ICF goes directly to help
those in need:

Keeping Our Overhead Costs Low. Because the bulk of gathering, sorting, and packing the relief aid we ship is complet-
ed by our devoted ICF volunteer team, we are able to keep our administrative costs very low — less than one percent of contri-
butions (0.4% for fiscal 2007).

Using Local Indigenous Ministers to Distribute ICFAid. By working through local Christian missionaries we make certain
that the resources we ship move directly to those in greatest need, with minimal loss due to transport, logistics, theft and graft.

Because of our financial strength and efficient operational structure. ICF has been awarded a four-star rating — the highest
status given — by the premier charity watchdog agency Charity Navigator. That means Charity Navigator has confirmed that
96 cents of every dollar we receive from our partners is used specifically to help those in need.

ICF is committed to maintaining a high standard of financial reporting and transparency. We are audited annually by the
accounting firm of Singer, Napoli & Associates P.C.

OOUR UR FF INANCESINANCES



By Toni Hoh
for The Post-Crescent 

In our quest to connect with the world, sometimes
we miss what’s right in our own backyard.

Such is the case with a Neenah organization whose
work reaches around the globe but whose neighbors
don’t know it exists.

The International Children’s Fund was launched 30
years ago by David Bruenning as a means of address-
ing poverty in Third World countries. Bruenning’s
inspiration was a trip to Honduras where he saw true
poverty and experienced what he calls a culture shock.

“I thought we should do something about it,”
Bruenning said.

The ICF has since grown to include more than 40
volunteers and just a few paid staff. Clothing, shoes,
food, medicine, medical equipment, rice, beans, build-
ing supplies, agricultural seeds, tools and more are
gathered from corporations and individuals around the
United States, sorted and packed by volunteers and
shipped every few weeks in 40,000-pound sea crates.

In 2007, more than $25 million in goods passed
through ICF’s doors. This year it will be $30 million.
Currently the ICF is focusing its efforts on Africa but
also has worked with Sudan, Liberia, Sierra Leone and
other countries where poverty is high.

To maximize shipping space and costs, clothing is
bundled in 1,000- to 1,200-pound bales created by a
machine. Pharmaceuticals are generally those with a
shelf life of two or three years.

“You wouldn’t think (clothing and shoes) would be
a big article, but it really is because Third World coun-
tries don’t have textile industries so for widows, chil-
dren, refugees, orphanages … we’re assisting them in a
big way,” Bruenning said. “Those kids, if you could
see their eyes when they open up a box with tooth-
paste, a toothbrush, pajamas. … It’s like Christmas to
them.”

Containers also contain items like blankets and paja-
mas made by church groups.

Ever diligent to be sure the goods are getting into
the hands of the people who need them and to stay
abreast of current needs, Bruenning and a team of
assistants visit Africa at least once a year to monitor the
operation. While there, the team provides training in
skills such as tailoring, carpentry, construction and run-
ning printing presses. ICF works only with non-govern-
ment organizations in Third World countries that, under
contract, agree to provide photos of the crates and doc-
umentation from the people receiving the items.

“It’ s been a lot of work, but it’s a labor of love,”

Bruenning said.
Bruenning, whose wife, Marcie, works in the office,

spends anywhere from 30 to 70 hours a week with ICF,
including speaking engagements and meetings to help
generate funds.

“I see that it’s not a job for Dave, it’s his life,” said
Lori Fulcer, ICF office assistant. “It’s part of him, and
he’s so dedicated. I’m so impressed with his passion
for the people he works with and Marcie, too. I’m so
impressed with the time they put in. Some people are
looking for ‘what is my life’s meaning?’and he’s living
it. It’s inspiring to be around.”

ICF funds also are generated through a direct mail-
ing campaign, which will hit local homes Sept. 18-20,
according to fundraising assistant Kelly Retzlaff. The
group will head up its first-ever booth at downtown
Appleton’s Octoberfest on Sept. 27.

“We want to basically bring awareness to the Fox
Valley that we exist,” Retzlaff said. “I’ve lived in
Neenah for 11 years and didn’t know they were there.
We need to open people’s eyes.”

“So many people don’t know we’re out here,”
Bruenning said. “We live like kings, and we don’t
know how the rest of the world suffers. If everybody
could see it, we could do more to change it.”

Donations of articles to the International Children’s
Fund can be brought to the warehouse at 619 Main St.,
Neenah, between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more information about becoming involved
or to make a monetary donation, call 920-729-5721 or
visit www.icfaid.org.

Reprinted from the Sunday September 7, 2008 edition of the
Post-Crescent.

The Post-Crescent
ICF founder looking to bring change to world

David Bruenning is the founder of International Children’s
Fund, which is ready to send another shipment of clothing,
medical and construction supplies to Africa.


